


Accidents / Fatalities
NTSB Data (as of 4/16/2013)

YEAR Total
State / BC

FATAL
STATE / BC

2000 34 / 8 13 / 1

2001 24 / 3 7 / 4

2002 48 / 13 17/ 6

2003 52 / 15 21/ 11

2004 41/ 6 8/ 2

2005 38/ 7 12/ 4

2006 31/ 6 4 killed in forest service Helicopter, 
Yellowpine.

6 / 0 (2 killed in one plane VFR in IFR 
conditions out of Couer d’lane

2008 34 / 8 3 (5) 3 in McCall C172’s/ 0 BC (2 very serious)

2009 38 /10 6 (7) / 2 (3)

2012 39 / 11 5 / 1 (Moose Cr) 

2013 03 / 0 0 / 0 

2010 38 / 12 5 (8) / 2 (3) 

2011 34 / 9 5 (12) / 2 (5) 2 Stanley, 3 Simpson/Soda Sp.

2007 41/10  (Nampa had 4) 5 Helicopter 4(6) / 1(1) accidents (fatalities)



BC Accident Summary - 2012
• Soilder Bar 6/23 about 1200 mountain daylight time, a Cox PA 18 amateur built airplane, N13VC, veered off the 

runway and collided with a pile of rocks during takeoff from the Soldier Bar Airport, Soldier Bar, Idaho. The 
commercial pilot, the sole occupant, was not injured; the airplane sustained substantial damage. Visual 
meteorological conditions prevailed. During the takeoff roll, he experienced a loss of control and could not steer 
the airplane. He veered to the left and continued off the runway surface. The airplane encountered a pile of rocks 
and nosed over, spinning left. The pilot further stated that he believed that he lost controllability due to the left 
brake dragging or a tailwheel malfunction. 

• Mile High 6/25 Stinson 108-2 The pilot stated that after touchdown, the airplane continued beyond the end of the 
runway and nosed over, coming to rest inverted. As a result of the accident sequence, the airplane sustained 
damage to the rudder and vertical stabilizer. The pilot reported no preimpact mechanical malfunctions or failures 
with the airplane that would have precluded normal operation. He opined that the accident may have been 
prevented if he had maintained a slower approach speed and touched down at the runway threshold. 

• Moose Cr. 6/28, about 1500 Pacific daylight time, an AVIAT A-1C-180 airplane, was substantially damaged 
following impact with terrain during takeoff initial climb at the Moose Creek.The certified private pilot received fatal 
injuries, and the sole passenger was not injured. Visual meteorological conditions.  While attempting to depart the 
area due to an approaching storm the pilot appeared to have lost control of the airplane on initial climb. The 
airplane subsequently impacted terrain, after which it was consumed by fire. 
Other reports is that the pilol was well experienced and had been into MC several times.  RAW’s data reported 
gusty winds around the time of the accident.

• Bruce Meadows. On June 30, 2012, about 1405 mountain daylight time, a Stinson 108-3, was substantially 
damaged after impacting terrain during initial climb near the Bruce Meadows Airport (U63), Stanley, Idaho. The 
certified commercial pilot sustained serious injuries, and the three passengers sustained minor injuries. Visual 
meteorological conditions prevailed for the local flight.



BC Accident Summary - 2012
• Stanley 7/22 Cub Crafters CC-11-160 The pilot reported that as he was decelerating during the landing roll in a 

tailwheel-equipped airplane, the airplane started to veer to the right. The pilot applied brakes and the airplane 
nosed over and came to a rest inverted. The airplane’s wings and rudder sustained substantial damage during the 
accident sequence. The pilot reported no mechanical failures or malfunctions with the airframe or engine that 
would have precluded normal operation.

• Johnson Cr. 7/30 Piper PA-150 The pilot reported that his straight-in approach to the wet, grass airstrip was high 
and fast and that the increased speed was due to a strong tailwind. The pilot further reported that he touched 
down past midfield, and, when he applied the hand brake hard, the airplane veered 45 degrees to the left before 
impacting trees, which resulted in substantial damage to both wings. The pilot stated that he could have gone 
around upon recognizing that the approach angle was high and that a tailwind condition existed. The pilot further 
stated that he could have flown over the field, observed the windsock, and landed into the wind. 

• Cavanagh Bay 8/15  Piper PA-260 The pilot reported that on final approach he was concerned about trees 
bracketing each side of the runway's approach end, and he stayed high to clear them. The airplane touched down 
onto the turf runway, bounced back into the air, and touched down a second time. The pilot applied brakes, 
realized he was running out of runway, and applied heavier braking. The airplane started to slide and, despite the 
pilot’s control inputs, overran the end of the runway and impacted a ditch. Subsequently, the left wing was 
substantially damaged. 

• McCall / Warren 8/20   About 1050 mountain daylight time, a Cessna 182Q, N735KV, sustained substantial 
damage when it impacted trees and terrain during climb in rising mountainous terrain near McCall, Idaho. The 
flight instructor and his commercial pilot-rated student both received minor injuries. Visual meteorological 
conditions prevailed for the instructional cross-country flight, which had originated about 15 minutes before the
accident out of MacKay Bar. The flight instructor stated that they were flying up a mountain canyon when the 
terrain elevation increase exceeded the climb performance of the airplane. The airplane began impacting tree tops 
and subsequently impacted terrain. The density altitude was about 8,600 feet. The instructor suggests they climb 
up the Warren River drainage basin instead of a direct climb to 8,000 feet, since it will be shorter. But they missed 
a turn. Unable to out climb the rising incline, and with no place to safely land, the pilot concentrates on keeping the 
wings of the plane level while he looks around for new growth pines. With trees everywhere, it is the younger ones 
with their flexible branches that give the best chance for survival.

















Runway Incursion





C182 - Overloaded -tailwind - take off stall



P210 - Too Low Approach - Sinking Air







BC Accident Summary - 2011
• Simpson (Grace/Soda Spr). 7/18/2011  3 FATALITIES At 1746 mountain daylight time, a Mooney M20C, N6855N, 

impacted terrain while on approach to Simpson Airport (ID62).  According to witnesses traveling south on highway 34, the 
airplane flew overhead, made a slight right bank, and then banked to the left back toward the runway. The witnesses 
reported that they were able to hear the engine as it passed overhead; there were no unusual sounds coming from the 
engine. They also stated that the landing gear was in the UP position. From their perspective, the witnesses indicated 
that the airplane was in a 45-degree bank as it turned back toward the runway. The airplane rotated so that the top of the 
fuselage was visible to the witnesses, and then it dropped behind sagebrush. The witnesses saw a cloud of smoke; they 
called 911, and responded to the site to render aid until emergency medical services (EMS) arrived. The witnesses 
further reported that the weather was clear with no wind.

• Cavanaugh Bay 8/23/2011 Cessna 150 Serious Injury.  At 1138 Pacific daylight time, crashed 150 yards east of the 
southern running dirt landing strip at Cavanaugh Bay, Idaho  Witnesses reported to that they observed the airplane while 
it was approaching the dirt landing strip. One witness stated that he saw the airplane's left wing dip down, then the 
airplane pitched up into a high angle of attack, and descended vertically; he then lost sight of it behind some trees. Visual 
meteorological conditions prevailed and no flight plan had been filed. The flight originated from Chatteroy, Washington, 
around 0900

• Mile Hi 8/25/2011  PA-18 Super Cub  Pvt Pilot 6170 PIC/ 2170 M&M 10:30 Mtn Time the left landing gear collapsed 
during landing on a remote grass/turf airstrip. After the landing gear collapsed, the airplane veered to the left and 
impacted a tree. The pilot stated that there were no mechanical malfunctions or anomalies with the airplane during the 
flight. The reason for the landing gear collapse was not determined.

• Hungry Ridge Ranch Airport (Grangeville) 8/28/2011 0620 PDT  Cessna 170A Serious Injury Private Pilot 570 TT/570 
M&M  The pilot stated that he took off from the remote grass airstrip, which had 80-foot-tall pine trees along both sides. 
Shortly after takeoff the pilot heard a bang and the airplane veered right. The pilot tried to correct the flight path; however, 
the airplane descended and impacted pine trees about 300 feet east of the departure end of the airstrip. The pilot was 
able to extract himself from the cockpit before the airplane was consumed by a post accident fire.  A federal Aviation 
Administration inspector and the county sheriff inspected the control cables of the airplane and found them all to be 
connected and continuous between the flight control surfaces and the cockpit controls.

• Atlanta 8/29/2011 Cessna 172F . Pvt Pilot 180 hr PIC/140 M&M. According to the pilot, on short final approach to 
runway 34 in his 145-horsepower Cessna 172F, he realized that his approach path was too high, so he attempted to go 
around. After full engine power was applied, he recognized that he had insufficient distance from the approaching trees 
and terrain to perform a go-around. Therefore, he aborted the maneuver and forced the airplane onto the ground in a 
clearing beyond the departure end of the runway. The airplane impacted the ground hard, breaking wing and fuselage 
structure. The pilot reported that he was unfamiliar with the airport, and he had not read the published remarks for the 
airport in its Airport Facility Directory. The remarks state, in pertinent part, that the airport is recommended for use by 
“mountain proficient pilots using high performance aircraft.” It also states “no go-around due to rising terrain and trees.”
Nine thousand foot mountains are located within 5 miles from northwest through southeast of the 5,500-foot mean sea 
level airport.



BC Accident Summary - 2011

• Stanley, 9/12/2011 Cessna 182H 2 FATALITIES about 2300 mountain daylight time, a Cessna 182H, , impacted the 
terrain about four miles west of Stanley, Idaho. Th flight departed Salmon, Idaho, about 40 minutes prior to the accident, 
was being operated in night visual meteorological conditions.  According to witnesses in the area, the airplane sounded 
as if it was circling the area at a fairly low altitude, when the engine began to sound as if the pilot had applied full power. 
Soon thereafter, witnesses heard the sound of an impact. They further stated that it had been raining lightly around the 
area most of the evening, and that a low level mist was present in the area at the time of the impact.

• Ashton 11/20/2011 American Champ The student pilot reported that he approached the privately-owned, rough grass 
airstrip and observed that it was covered with snow. After evaluating the snow’s depth as being only a few inches, the 
pilot landed. During the landing roll, the airplane decelerated quickly and nosed over, bending the vertical stabilizer, 
wings, and lift struts. After exiting the airplane, the pilot realized that the snow was between 6- and 8-inches deep. The 
student pilot’s certified flight instructor reported that he had not endorsed the student’s flight record logbook in over 90 
days, and he had not authorized the student to fly to the accident airport. The student was not current in the airplane. 

• Hailey  11/29/2011 Piper PA 32RT Serious injuries About 1900 mountain standard time, the aircraft impacted the terrain
about one mile east of Friedman Memorial Airport, Hailey, Idaho. The pilot received minor injuries, his passenger 
received serious injuries, and the airplane, which was owned and operated by the pilot, sustained substantial damage. 
The flight had just departed Hailey for Nampa, Idaho, was being operated in night visual meteorological conditions. 
According to the pilot, during the initial climb over the valley that extends south from Hailey, he was focused on trying to 
get the autopilot system set up in a manner that would allow it to be used to direct the airplane to Nampa. During the time 
that the pilot was focused on the autopilot, the airplane began turning to the left without him being aware of it. As the 
airplane continued to turn, it approached the steeply rising terrain to the east of the airport. The passenger, who was 
looking outside, noticed the oncoming terrain and made the pilot aware of the situation. When the pilot saw the terrain, he 
quickly reached the conclusion that he was not going to be able to avoid it, so he maneuvered the airplane into a 
controlled crash.

• Warm Springs 12/10/2011 Cessna 182 The pilot reported that he determined that the snow-covered runway was suitable 
for landing, based, in part, upon overflying it and seeing snowmobile tracks, which indicated to him that the surface was 
firm enough. After touching down on the main landing gear, the pilot held the nosewheel off the ground with full-aft 
elevator pressure, but, when the nosewheel settled, the airplane pitched down violently. It traveled for about 80 feet in the 
nose-down attitude before it abruptly nosed over, sustaining substantial damage to the right wing and rudder. The pilot 
indicated that there were no mechanical issues with the airplane that would have precluded its normal operation. 



BC Accident Summary - 2010

• Dixie – 2/26/2010  C185  ATP 29,000 Hrs, MYL After arriving at the airport, the Cessna 185 pilot overflew the runway 
and requested that a friend on the ground check the condition of the snow-covered runway, which was reported as being 
in excellent condition, smooth and well-compacted. The Cessna 185 pilot landed and taxied to the end of the runway 
where he turned his airplane around and shut it down. The experimental FK1, which was equipped with skis instead of 
wheels, landed and was not slowing at the rate the pilot expected. The pilot said that, because of a lack of rudder 
effectiveness, the experimental Kitfox veered uncontrollably to the left and struck the other airplane head on. The 
Cessna 185 sustained structural damage to the firewall.

• Dixie – 2/26/2010  Kit Fox ATP 6,000 Hr. Alaska.
• Smiley Cr. 4/10/2010   C150 High Time Pilot 4900 Tot / 250 M&M. Boise, ID. The pilot reported that he intended to fly his 

airplane on a cross-country flight over high mountainous terrain. After takeoff, the pilot climbed to 9,500 feet mean sea 
level (msl) in order to fly over mountains. He subsequently descended to 8,500 feet msl, and then he attempted to climb 
back to 9,500 feet to clear additional mountains. This second climbing effort diminished his fuel reserve, so the pilot 
opted to divert to a 7,160-foot msl uncontrolled airport short of his destination. While flying over the airport to evaluate its 
runway's condition, the pilot noted that the runway was covered with snow. The pilot opined that because of the airplane's 
low fuel state, it was prudent for him to land. The pilot made a soft-field landing on the runway. During rollout, the 
airplane's wheels penetrated the snow-covered surface, the airplane nosed over, and both wings and the empennage 
broke

• Sulphur Creek 6/13/2010 C172  Low time 332 Tot / 56 M&M Garden Valley, ID  The pilot reported that after an 
uneventful landing, the airplane drifted approximately 20 feet to the left of the runway centerline during the landing 
roll on the gravel and turf runway. The pilot corrected back to the runway centerline just as the airplane’s nose landing 
gear dropped into a large unnoticed hole. The airplane came to an immediate stop and sustained substantial damage 
to the firewall. The C172 was air lifted out by Helecoptor.

• May 6/19/2010  RV-9A  FATALITY  5700 HR TT / 170 M&M  Onterio, OR  On June 19, 2010, at 1103 mountain 
daylight time, an experimental Oliver RV-9A, N559B, impacted the terrain about one-quarter mile south of May Airport, 
May, Idaho. The pilot, who was the sole occupant, received fatal injuries, and the airplane, which was owned and 
operated by the pilot, sustained substantial damage. The 14 Code of Federal Regulations Part 91 personal flight, which 
departed Challis, Idaho, about 15 minutes prior to the accident, was being operated in visual meteorological conditions. 
Antihistamine may have lead to drowsiness and spatial disorientation.



BC Accident Summary - 2010
• Big Creek 6/21/2010 C180  10,000 Hr / 1200  ATP/Flt Inst. PLANO, TX  while taxiing a tail wheel airplane down a 

slope the airplane began to slide sideways and the empennage turned downslope. Despite the pilot’s control inputs, 
the empennage reached approximately a 90-degree angle to the desired direction and the airplane tipped to the left. 
During the accident sequence, damage was incurred to the left wing and left horizontal stabilizer. The pilot reported no 
mechanical failures or malfunctions with the airframe or engine prior to the accident. The pilot stated the accident could 
have been prevented by obtaining more knowledge concerning the airstrip. 

• Smiley Creek 6/26/2010 8 P.M Glastar – 510 Hr Tot / 69 M&M AZTEC, NM The pilot reported that he had been landing 
and departing from the grass strip numerous times earlier in the day. For the accident flight, he was attempting to perform 
a midfield takeoff. During the departure roll, the airplane momentarily became airborne and then settled back into the 
wet grass and slowed. He opted to immediately abort the takeoff by retarding the throttle control and applying brakes. 
The airplane then slid off the end of the grass strip and collided with a ditch, incurring damage to the right wing and tail.

• Johnson Creek 7/12/2010 8:30 AM Piper PA-32RT-300 2650 Tot / 2450 M&M SANTA CRUZ, CAThe pilot requested 
that the airport manager delay turning on the sprinklers until he departed the airport; however, the sprinklers were turned 
on prior to departure. The pilot stated that he remained on the right half of the runway to keep clear of the sprinklers 
during the takeoff roll. As the airplane approached midfield during the takeoff roll, the pilot determined that the airplane 
was not "moving fast enough" to continue the take off. The pilot stated that he aborted the takeoff by pulling back on 
the throttle and applying the brakes. He added that during the aborted takeoff, the airplane began skidding on the wet 
grass and he shut the engine off. Subsequently, the airplane exited the departure end of the runway and struck a 
sign and a boulder, which resulted in substantial damage to the right and left wings. The pilot reported no mechanical 
malfunctions or failures with the airplane prior to the accident. According to the Northwest U.S. Airport/Facility Directory, 
runway 35, a grass runway, is 3,400 feet long and 150 feet wide. At the reported weight of the airplane, in the weather 
conditions of the airport at the time of the accident, the airplane had a calculated takeoff ground roll of about 2,000 feet, 
with a landing ground roll of 880 feet. These numbers are calculated for a dry, paved, level runway, with two notches of 
flaps used for the takeoff. The airplane took off on a wet, grass, down-slope airstrip, with only one notch of flaps. The 
Performance Section of the Pilot Operating Handbook for this airplane states that the “effects of conditions not 
considered on the charts must be evaluated by the pilot, such as the effect of soft or grass runway surface on takeoff or 
landing performance

• Pitsburg Landing 7/20/2010 9:20 AM Piper Cub Crafter PA-18-150  535 ToT / 140 M&M Anatone, WA  The airplane 
touched down about 200 feet from the approach end of the 900-foot-long landing strip and bounced. The pilot 
maneuvered the airplane back down on the ruwnay, but then decided to perform a go-around. He applied full engine 
power but collided with a fence during the initial climb



BC Accident Summary - 2010
• Bernard 8/14/2010  4:45 PM Cessna T182T  612 TT 505 M&M  SANTA ROSA, CA The pilot of the turbocharged 

airplane was executing a takeoff from a 1,900-foot-long grass/turf back country airstrip. The surface of the airstrip was 
rough, with occasional holes and soft spots, and areas of vegetation. The density altitude calculated by the pilot was 
5,495 feet. Although he had determined that the airplane should be able to successfully complete the takeoff, during the 
latter part of the takeoff roll the pilot became uncomfortable with the airplane's rate of acceleration, and he therefore 
elected to abort the takeoff. After making the decision to abort the takeoff, the pilot was unable to stop the airplane 
before it went off the end of the runway, rolled down a bank, and nosed over onto its back, whereupon it sustained 
substantial damage to both its wings and its fuselage

• Wilson Bar 11/2/2010  2:00 PM C U206 2800 TT / 1700 M&M Boise, ID.  The pilot, who was flying the second airplane in 
a flight of two, was maneuvering in the traffic pattern at a remote back-country airstrip. The approach to the airstrip 
required the pilots to make a precise base leg to final turn between two steep rock cliffs. During the accident pilot's turn to 
final approach, he inadvertently made too wide of a turn, resulting in the airplane's nose and right main landing 
gear colliding with the cliff and becoming separated from the airframe. After the pilot in the other airplane confirmed 
the extent of the damage, the pilot flying the accident airplane maneuvered to a town where emergency personnel could 
be available on the ground. Due to the damage, the pilot decided to land in the grass/turf area alongside the main 
runway. During the landing roll, the nose gear strut dug into the soft terrain and the airplane nosed over onto its back.



BC Accident Summary - 2009

• Cox Well 5/1/2009 Rans S-7   the engine lost power about 250 feet above ground level (agl). The owner took control, turned back to the left, and 
tried to land on the end of the runway. He leveled off slightly about 20 feet agl, and then flared for landing. The airplane landed hard on the north 
side of the runway and the right wheel broke off. The landing gear dug into the turf, the airplane spun 180 degrees, and the right main landing gear 
collapsed. The airframe around the tailwheel and rudder sustained substantial damage.. He said that he probably let the fuel level get too low on 
this flight. During the climbout with the nose up, he surmised that the header tank fuel pick-up unported, resulting in the loss of power.

• Atlanta  6/3/2009  C182. Boise, ID FATALITY The single engine airplane impacted a vertical rock cliff face in mountainous terrain about 500 
feet below a mountain ridge line.. The GPS data track originated in the vicinity of the departure airport, and proceeded at 8,350 feet mean sea 
level (msl) northeast for 57 miles, and abruptly ends in the vicinity of the accident site. During the last 2 minutes of the flight, the track increased in 
altitude from 8,350 feet to 8,891 feet msl. The height of the mountain ridge line directly ahead of the airplanes' flight path was between 9,100 feet 
and 9,580 feet msl. The end of the GPS track did not exhibit any deviations that could be interpreted as an evasive maneuver. The cloud coverage 
in the vicinity of the accident location was between scattered and broken, with bases between 8,000 and 9,000 feet msl, cloud tops were about 
15,000 feet msl, with visibility greater than 3 miles in cloud-free areas.

• Dixie – 7:15 AM  6/18/2009  Piper PA-18-150 Ventura, CAThe pilot was making a landing on a dirt landing area that also doubled as the main 
road in the center of the remote mountain town. He intentionally landed a little long in order to miss the substantial puddle of water near the 
approach end of the landing area. He began applying brakes while the airplane was going about 20 miles per hour, but his brake application 
was of sufficient force to result in the airplane nosing over onto its back.

• Johnson Cr. 9:45 AM  6/22/2009   C172 INDEPENDENCE, OR The pilot, who had flown into a backcountry airstrip with minimal fuel in order to 
reduce the airplane's takeoff weight, departed that airstrip for a destination that was reporting overcast clouds.. When the other pilots started their 
engines, the accident pilot realized that he had not yet dipped his fuel tanks to measure fuel quantity, so as not to get separated from the pilots he 
was going to follow en route, he elected to not sump the tanks. As he approached the destination airport, one fuel gauge read empty, and the 
other read one-quarter, but its needle had stopped moving/bouncing,." Soon thereafter the engine lost all power, he ultimately had to make a 
forced landing in what appeared to be an open field. During the landing roll, the airplane impacted some cement barrier blocks and collided with a 
steel fence gate. Post accident inspection found no usable fuel remaining in the airplane's fuel system.

• Wilson Bar 9:15 AM 6/25/2009 Maule M-5-235C  Curtice, OH  After surveying the landing area, the pilot stated that, as he neared the approach 
end of the runway, he was approximately 20 feet above ground level when the airplane dropped straight down. The pilot indicated that his 
airspeed was slow and that he most likely encountered a downdraft. This resulted in the airplane landing hard on the runway surface, and the 
airplane porpoised prior to impacting rising terrain and trees

• Sulphur Creek 8:30  AM 7/10/2009 Flight Design CTS MCMINNVILLE, OR  After touching down on the remote rough gravel airstrip, the pilot 
applied what he described as "hard braking" with the non-differential handbrake, while attempting to maintain directional control with the nose 
wheel steering. As the pilot continued the landing roll, the airplane began to skid/slip off to the left side of the convex shaped runway crown, and it 
eventually exited the runway and impacted a large rock pile. After hitting the rock pile, the airplane nosed over onto its back, resulting in 
damage to the wings, and the rudder separating from its hinges.



BC Accident Summary - 2009

• Simonds 10:10 AM  7/14/2009  Cessna U206 1 Serious Injury A SPOT saved the instructors life.  During a biennial 
flight review, at the suggestion of the evaluating instructor pilot, the Pilot-In-Command elected to land at a remote back-
country airstrip where he had not made prior plans to land. After landing at the 800- to 900-foot-long strip, the pilot took 
off in the high-density-altitude environment without having first completed an aircraft performance calculation or checking 
his airplane's outside air temperature gauge. Although the pilot reported that there did not seem to be any issues with the 
engine producing full power, soon after liftoff the airplane struck a number of pine trees and descended into the 
terrain. A postaccident inspection of the airplane did not find any evidence of powerplant anomalies, but did reveal that 
the elevator trim was set at a five degrees tap up (airplane nose down) position, and that the flaps were extended 
25 degrees even though the cockpit indicator indicated that they were at 20 degrees.

• St. Charles – Mtn Flying  8/7/2009 Piper PA-22-150  2 FATALThe private pilot was on a visual flight rules personal cross-
country flight during day visual meteorological conditions near mountainous terrain. Witnesses along the route of flight 
reported observing the airplane overfly their position at a low altitude on a course towards the accident site. There were 
no known witnesses to the accident sequence. The accident site was in an open area surrounded by rising terrain in 
three of the four quadrants. Examination of the wreckage revealed that impact damage signatures on the wings were 
consistent with right wing low impact with terrain. The fuselage, wings, and most of the empennage were consumed by a 
post-impact fire. No evidence of any pre impact mechanical anomalies was discovered with the engine or airframe. Using 
reported weather conditions near the accident site and the accident site elevation, the density altitude was calculated to 
be about 10,706 feet mean sea level. Toxicology testing on the pilot was positive for an unspecified amount of 
Famotidine within the blood and urine. Famotidine is an acid-reducing medication, used to treat heartburn or ulcer 
disease and is available through prescription or over the counter. Famotidine is commonly known by the trade name 
Pepcid.

• Pitsburg Landing 9/24/2009 12:00 PM C182 Flt Inst  4718 ToT / 37 M&M: Hope, ID.  When they arrived at the third 
airstrip, three airplanes made successful landings, but the accident pilot, who was in an airplane with slightly different 
performance characteristics than the other three, was unable to stop before running off the end of the runway and 
impacting a ditch. After the accident, the pilot, who had not been into the subject airstrip before, stated that he should 
have made a better decision, and not assumed that because the other three pilots made it successfully that he could too. 

• Pistol Cr. 10/8/2009 C180 ATP 25,000 / 1,000 M&M Boise, ID.  The pilot was landing at a remote dirt/grass airstrip where 
the winds were gusting and variable in direction. Although the touchdown was normal, as he made rudder and brake
inputs to maintain directional control, the right main gear leg separated from its mounting structure, and the right wing 
sustained substantial damage when it contacted the terrain. An inspection of the gear leg attachment hardware 
determined that the nut on the gear leg attachment bolt had been stripped from the bolt, thus allowing the bolt to come 
out of the attachment structure. During the pilot's initial contact with the NTSB Investigator-In-Charge, the pilot stated that 
the airplane's right brake had failed during the landing roll, but in a follow-up interview the pilot stated that he believes that 
the brake was working fine until the moment the gear leg separated from its mount. 



BC Accident Summary - 2008
• Wilson Bar 10:30  5/3/2008  C172. During the takeoff ground roll, maneuvered right in order to miss some rocks. In the initial climb, the outboard 

portion of the right wing then collided with brush-like vegetation. The pilot then flew the airplane to an airport where maintenance personnel 
examined. The Federal Aviation Administration inspector reported structural damage to the right wing. .

• Atlanta – 5/4/2008  Grumman AA-DA  The runway had softened due to snow and water runoff and the pilot said he experienced slight sinking 
conditions, but it was not muddy or sloppy. The pilot elected to depart to the south in order to takeoff on a downhill slope. The pilot performed a 
soft field takeoff by pulling the yoke back to reduce friction from the nose wheel. About 40 miles per hour (mph), the airplane hit several ruts and 
slowed down. He initiated rotation at 60 mph, but could not gain sufficient altitude prior to hitting a tree at the departure end of the runway, causing 
substantial damage.

• Graham – 6/15/2008 C180  The plot landed on the last half of the 2,900-foot-long grass runway and was unable to bring the airplane to a stop
before it ran off the end of the runway and into trees. Prior to going to the airport, the pilot had spoken with local area pilots who indicated that he 
should not use the first half of the runway because it was muddy and soft.  Dennis and Steve F. witnessed this.  Alaska pilot overconfident – DA 
surprise.

• Johnson Cr. – 9:30AM 6/26/2008   C182  , Lebon, OR.  The airplane was high and fast on the approach to the runway. When the pilot flared for 
landing, the airplane floated and he tried to force it on the ground. The airplane began to porpoise, contacting the ground twice before settling onto 
the runway for the third and final time. The pilot thought that the nose wheel was damaged when the airplane contacted the runway the second 
time, so he decided not to go around. The airplane sustained structural damage to the firewall. .

• Elk River –10:30 AM 6/29/2008 Aeronca 7DC Chattaroy, WA  Attempting to take off from a gravel runway that was lined on both sides with tall 
grass. During the takeoff roll, the airplane drifted to the left into the grass, and the pilot corrected his course back toward the runway. The airplane 
then drifted into the grass on the right side, hit a wire fence and a dirt berm, and nosed over 

• Big Creek – 11:15 AM 7/7/2008 Money M20E San Diego   Injuries: 2 Serious.  While landing on a 3,550-foot long runway, the pilot added power 
to abort the landing and go-around. The airplane failed to gain sufficient altitude and impacted a parked vehicle about 75 feet beyond the 
departure end of the runway. Witnesses adjacent to the accident site reported observing the airplane land about three quarters down the runway 
prior to the pilot aborting the landing. The density altitude was calculated to be 7,383 feet MSL.

• Big Creek.   2:30 PM  7/26/2008  Cessna 182  The airplane encountered a downdraft while on short final, which resulted in a sudden drop from 
about 15 feet, and subsequent hard landing. The landing bent the nose gear forward and damaged the firewall. The pilot made a field repair to 
hold the nose wheel in place by lashing the nose wheel strut back using rope and a come-along attached to the main landing gear. The pilot then 
proceeded to fly the airplane to an airport about 30 minutes away, where a mechanic assessed the damage and advised the pilot not to continue 
the flight. The pilot decided to continue the flight to his home base home base, Minden-Tahoe Airport, Nevada approximately 454 miles to the 
southwest. The elevation of the accident airport is 5,720 feet mean sea level (msl). The outside air temperature at the time of the accident was 80 
degrees Fahrenheit. The calculated density altitude was 8,238 feet msl at the accident airport. 

• Warm Springs 10:30 AM 8/16/2008 C140 Nampa ID, Low time pilot 180Tot/ 32 hr M&M. After touching down on the grass/turf airstrip in a 
tailwheel equipped airplane, the pilot failed to maintain directional control. it ground looped, resulting in the collapse of one of the main landing 
gear legs. In addition to the collapse of the landing gear leg, the accident sequence resulted in the bending of internal structure of the right wing. 



BC Accident Summary - 2007
• Lava Hot Springs-On 10:30  September 14, 2007, A light sport Skykits Savannah ADV airplane, came to rest inverted after landing.

• Big Creek – 11:00  August 4, 2007 Piper PA-34-200T Landed on wrong runway 01, landed hot – ran off the end of the runway – no injuries

• Elk River – 08:05  August 3,2007 Grumman American AA5A The pilot landed long on the unimproved runway, porpoised, and veered into a 
building.

• Johnson Cr. – 19:00 July 23, 2007 Beech V35B The airplane landed long pilot intentionally ground looped the aircraft to avoid overrunning the 
runway end.

• Leadore – 12:30 July 15, 2007 C182 The pilot reported that the airplane was about 20 feet above ground level during the initial takeoff climb when 
a "heavy wind started. resulted in a loss of control and collision with terrain during the takeoff initial climb. 

• Stanley – 17:00 July 15,2007 Britten-Norman / BN-2A-20 Pilot placed a fuel order, but did not verify that the twin-engine airplane was refueled
before departing with 8 passengers for a cross country flight. This flight reached its destination without incident, and the pilot then departed as the 
sole occupant of the airplane. Shortly after takeoff, at an altitude of about 400 feet agl, the left engine "started to sputter.“ Ran out of fuel

• Johnson Cr. 08:30  June 14, 2007  Cessna 172 impacted mountainous terrain while maneuvering near Yellow Pine, Idaho. The flight departed 
Johnson Creek Airport and the intended destination was Big Creek. The private pilot received fatal injuries, and the passenger received serious 
injuries

• Shearer 16:30 May 30, 2007 C185 The left main landing gear separated above the left wheel axle, through the upper two bolt holes during the 
landing roll.  Post accident metallurgical examination showed that the fracture occurred due to fatigue cracks  Injuries: 1 Serious, 1 Minor, 1 
Uninjured  Part 135 Operator

• Fairfield 11:30 May 17, 2007 C170 he pilot set the airplane up for landing with two notches of flaps, and while turning from base to final, the 
airspeed got low and the airplane stalled. the aircraft impacted a field adjacent to the airport 2 uninjured

• Cottonwood – 700’ Grass Strip 12:00 April 22, 2007 C206 The airplane overran the landing strip, encountered deep sand and nosed over. As the 
airplane approached the destination, the pilot performed three passes over the airstrip and noted that the windsock indicated light winds (about 5 
knots). In light of the airstrip having a slope, the pilot opted to land in an upslope direction with a tailwind.
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