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Jeff Vanhoozer and Jim Hudson overfly Big Creek. Photoc  ourtesy Jim Hudson
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Density Altitude Review

This is a repeat of last year’s article and always a good time to do some re
DA. Last year it had almost reached 100°F Wednesday (June 24“1,2009).
time, Caldwell was reporting a Density Altitude of 5200°’. McCall reached *
PM, resulting in a DA of 7150’. Summer is late this year, but it will be hert

and with it, the nemesis to us pilots — Density Altitude .

Here are some things to keep in mind as Density Altitude goes up:

» Power is Reduced
» Liftis Reduced
»  Prop performance is reduced

Resulting in:

» Longer Take off Distance.
» Climb performance reduced
» Longer Landing distances
» Lighter loads.

A normally aspirated engine loses approximately
3.5% BHP per 1000’ increase in DA from Sea
Level. So yesterday if you were leaving McCall

Landing at Johnson Creek. Photo Courte



