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The Use of Check Lists 

  

Having recently updated the C172M checklist for the 160HP 
STC limitation on our new bird N4464R and N13686, causes 
me to reflect a bit on the use of checklists.    

A few years ago, as a relatively new CFI, I gave a BFR to a pilot 
who had been flying nearly 40 years and several thousand 
hours under his belt.  I was a little surprised that he used his 
checklist like a student pilot; verbalizing every item, taking his 
time, and not missing a thing.  He also used the checklist in 
every aspect of flight, not just pre-take off.  That made an 
impression on me.  Even seasoned pilots continue to be diligent 
in their use of checklists.    

I’ve observed a wide range of practices in the use of checklists 
with many pilots I’ve flown with, from not using one at all, to 
being disciplined like the well seasoned pilot I spoke of.  In the 
case of the pilot who does not use one, or rushes through the 
items, there is always something they forget.  It might be 
relatively minor, but they could just as easily forget something 
that could spell disaster, like forgetting to take the gust lock out 
– it has happened.   

There also seems to be a correlation between the use of the 
checklist and the flying skills of a pilot.  Those who are 
disciplined in their practice of using a checklist are also very 
disciplined and precise in their flying skills.  Those who do not 
use a checklist or rush through them, tend to be a bit sloppy in 
their flying, not to imply they are not safe, just not as disciplined, 
which could be a problem some day.   

Put yourself in the passenger role – would you rather fly with the 

 

upcoming regional 
events: 

The T-Craft Fly-in at Garden 
Valley, Idaho is fast approaching 

(see below).  Last year's event 
proved to be quite fun, and 

attracted many new back country 
pilots.  You could get a free ride 

with a CFI who can check you out 
for this splendid adventure.  

Cameras will be rolling!  Make 
your plans now to attend. 

T-Craft Plane Wash, 6 May 2009, 
4:00p.m., T-Craft Hangar; snacks 
and beverages will be served. 

Annual Angel Flight West

 

meeting, 30 May 2009, 4 - 8 p.m., 
Riverside Village, corner of 
Riverside Dr. and 30830 
Rivercove Lane.  Call 208-859-
4446 to reserve a seat. 

Rocky Mtn West Aviation Expo, 
Expo Idaho, Boise, 30-31 May 
2009 (T-Craft attended).  

A Salute To AVG Flying Tigers, 
Warhawk Museum, 30-31 May 
2009 (T-Craft is invited to attend 
and set up display). 

Caldwell Festival of Flight, 
Caldwell Airport, 6 June 2009.
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pilot who is disciplined in their pre-flight and use of checklists in 
all phases of flight or one who rushes through the checklist, or 
does not use one at all?  

The checklists that we have for our birds have some additional 
tidbits of information, like a quick summary of V speeds, and on 
some the recommended speeds and power settings in various 
phases of the pattern.  

If you haven’t taken a good look at the checklists, they are on 
the T-Craft web page, under fleet, and respective bird.  It’s a 
good idea to print them out and keep in your flight bag, in case 
it’s missing when you get in the plane of choice.  

Some things to think about before the next time you take to the 
air. 

Fly Smart , Fly Safe, Have Fun!    
Jim Hudson, Director, Membership/Safety  

[Please notify Jim Hudson, M embership/Safety D irector,  when you earn 
new Wings levels, or pass other milestones, l ike f irst solo, new ratings, or 

purchase your f irst $100.00 burger.] 


